
                                                                                                                                

 

PhD studentship (Full-time)                                                        

 

Institution Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, China 

School School of Advanced Technology 

Supervisors  Principal supervisor: Professor/Dr Minyan Wang….   (XJTLU) 

Co-supervisor: Professor/Dr Jing Zhao……...(JITRI) 

Co-supervisor: Professor/Dr Aditi Kanhere…...(UoL) 

Application 

Deadline 

Open until the position is filled 

Funding 

Availability 

Funded PhD project (world-wide students) 

Project Title Chromosome substitution strains from Chinese wild mice  

Contact Please email minyan.wang@xjtlu.edu.cn (XJTLU principal supervisor’s email 

address) or zhaojing@gempharmatech.com (JITRI supervisor’s email) with a 

subject line of the PhD project title  

 

Requirements:  

The candidate should have a first class or upper second class honours degree, or a master’s 

degree (or equivalent qualification) in biology or genetic related areas… 

Evidence of good spoken and written English is essential. The candidate should have an IELTS 

score of 6.5 or above, if the first language is not English. This position is open to all qualified 

candidates irrespective of nationality. 

 

Degree:   

The student will be awarded a PhD degree from the University of Liverpool (UK) upon 

successful completion of the program. 

 

Funding: 

This PhD project is a collaborative research project between XJTLU 

(http://www.xjtlu.edu.cn) in Suzhou and JITRI (Jiangsu Industrial Technology Research 

Institute) Comparative Medicine Institute in Nanjing. The student will be registered as an 

XJLTU PhD student but is expected to carry out the major part of his or her research at the 

Institute in Nanjing.  

The PhD studentship is available for three years subject to satisfactory progress by the 

student. The award covers tuition fees for three years (currently equivalent to RMB 80,000 
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per annum). In addition, during the period of undertaking main research at institute in 

Nanjing, the PhD candidate will be provided with monthly living allowance at a standard 

around RMB 5000 by Comparative Medicine Institute.  

 

 

Project Description:  

 

The goal of this project is to develop chromosome substitution strain covering each of the 19 

autosomes and the X chromosome via balancer chromosome or microcell mediated 

chromosome transfer technology. The purpose is to increase the genetic diversity of current 

laboratory mice resources followed by systemic phenotypic screening to identify suitable 

mouse models to study diseases with complex traits. Such models will facilitate preclinical 

biomedical research providing a novel platform for drug evaluation. 

 

For more information about doctoral scholarship and PhD programme at Xi’an Jiaotong-

Liverpool University (XJTLU): Please visit  

http://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/en/study-with-us/admissions/entry-requirements 

http://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/en/admissions/phd/feesscholarships.html  

Supervisor Profile:  

 

Principal Supervisor: 

Dr. Minyan Wang (Ph.D), Senior Associate Professor, at Department of Biological Sciences, 

XJTLU and holds an honorary position in University of Liverpool. She has extensive 

knowledge in new drug evaluation and research expertise in signaling pathways underlying 

migraine pathogenesis for targeted drug development. Combining with epigenetic studies and 

peptide design, her group also examines migraine susceptible genes and epigenetic alterations 

in migraine, and for translational research and precision medicine. She led and is also the 

founding director of the XJTLU Centre for Neuroscience, a designated training center for 

researchers sponsored by the International Headache Society. For more details about her 

research and publications, please visit Minyan Wang | Staff | Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool 

University (XJTLU) 

JITRI co-supervisor: 

Dr. Jing Zhao is general manager of GemPharmatech Co., Ltd. (Institute of comparative 

medicine of JITRI). Dr. Jing Zhao once participated in the management of many international 

large-scale cooperation projects such as the international mouse phenotype analysis Alliance 

(IMPC) and the Sino British ubiquitination project (MADD), as well as several national, 

provincial and ministerial science and technology projects, including national major science 

and technology projects, National Science and technology support plans, 863 project and 973 

http://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/en/study-with-us/admissions/entry-requirements
http://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/en/admissions/phd/feesscholarships.html
https://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/index.php?cultureKey=en&q=staff&alias=minyan-wang
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project. The total amount of project funds exceeded 85 million yuan and the total amount of 

horizontal cooperation projects exceeded 100 million yuan. Among them, the R & D project 

"R & D and application of genetic engineering mouse and other related disease models" won 

the special prize of science and technology progress award issued by the Ministry of 

education in 2015 and the second prize of national science and technology progress award 

issued by the State Council in 2016, and won the Awards of entrepreneurial Nanjing high-

level talents and innovative entrepreneurs in Nanjing. Dr. Jing Zhao has more than 20 years 

experience in animal model research and development whose main research field is the 

pathophysiological mechanism of diseases using animal models. She is proficient in ZFN, 

talen, cas9 and other gene editing technologies and has published more than 10 SCI papers in 

international mainstream magazines such as cell and hum mol Genet; She is proficient in the 

international management system of experimental animals, has rich experience in facility 

operation management and quality control, and leads the team to successfully pass the 

international AAALAC certification inspection for four times to ensure that the product line 

and service system meet the stability requirements of standardized drug preclinical test. 

 

How to Apply:  

Interested applicants are advised to email minyan.wang@xjtlu.edu.cn (XJTLU principal 

supervisor’s email address) or zhaojing@gempharmatech.com  (JITRI supervisor’s email) the 

following documents for initial review and assessment (please put the project title in the 

subject line).  

 CV  

 Two reference letters with company/university letterhead 

 Personal statement outlining your interest in the position  

 Proof of English language proficiency (an IELTS score of 6.5 or above) 

 Verified school transcripts in both Chinese and English (for international students, only 

the English version is required) 

 Verified certificates of education qualifications in both Chinese and English (for 

international students, only the English version is required)   

 PDF copy of Master Degree dissertation (or an equivalent writing sample) and 

examiners reports available  


