The Latest Notice on Learning and Teaching Arrangement and Student’s Return to Suzhou

Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University
16" March 2022

Dear students and colleagues,

Spring has made the City of Suzhou such a beautiful and warm place, where we should have met
on the University Campus. However, a sudden pandemic development has disturbed our normal
studies and life, with COVID-19 cases reported in many cities across the country. Although Suzhou
has made great progress in pandemic control, there were new cases reported locally as well. As
a result, educational institutions at different levels announced plans to postpone or adjust the
return of students around March 14,

XJTLU has been communicating with the Department of Education of Jiangsu Province and the
local government since this February, trying to bring our students back to Suzhou as early as
possible. However, local government has made the judgement that currently Suzhou does not
have such conditions ready to bring university students back to the City. We therefore are writing
to inform you of the latest teaching and learning arrangements and the students’ return
arrangements as follow.

I.  Online Learning and Teaching Arrangements, Students’ Return and Mid-term
Examinations

Online learning and teaching will be extended to Week 5 and Week 6 of this semester
(March 215t — April 1%), during which all students should not return to Suzhou or to the
dormitory, and the dormitory areas are fully closed and are under strict pandemic control
management in accordance with the requirements of the local government. The University
will monitor the pandemic situation in the future and send further notice in advance about
the arrangements of Week 7 and onwards. Please continue to fill in the Daily Health Report
promptly, and strictly abide by the relevant requirements of the University.

The mid-term examinations scheduled in Week 7 will be switched to other assessment format,
and detailed arrangements will be informed by the relevant module leaders respectively.

Il. Practice-based/Lab-based Course Arrangements

For any practical or laboratory teaching sessions that were originally scheduled during
Weeks 1-6, efforts will be made by academic units to deliver the sessions in alternative
ways online where it is possible. Otherwise, make-up sessions will be arranged later this
academic year when students are allowed to return in accordance with approval and
guidance of the education authorities and the local government.



We do appreciate your understanding and support during this special time period. The University
will make every effort to balance the normal operations and the pandemic control requirements,
while ensuring prompt and effective communication to the XJTLU community. We will keep
everyone informed of any updates via University Communications.
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