Admission F.A.Q.
(Frequently Asked Questions) — for PhD

Q1: How long does it take to pursue a PhD degree programme? Is the PhD degree awarded by Xi’an
Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU) or the University of Liverpool (UolL) in the UK?

A: Full-time PhD students typically take 3-4 years to complete their studies, while part-time students
usually require 4-6 years. Both full-time and part-time students can obtain a PhD degree certificate
awarded by the University of Liverpool and a corresponding certificate from Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool
University upon meeting the graduation requirements. The degree certificate is recognized by the
Ministry of Education of China.

Q2: Do | need to contact a supervisor before applying? How can | identify a supervisor whose research
aligns with my interests?

A: Before submitting an application, applicants should contact and obtain confirmation from a potential
supervisor. It is recommended that applicants send their research proposal, CV, and full academic
transcripts to the potential supervisor to facilitate an assessment of their academic background,
research interests, and research potential. Information about PhD supervisors is available on the
webpage of each PhD programme.

Q3: Do | need to prepare for the interview in advance? What is the interview format?

A: Before the interview, applicants will receive a detailed email outlining the interview format, process,
and specific arrangements. The interview typically includes a self-introduction and a presentation of the
applicant's research proposal. Applicants are encouraged to prepare by considering their academic
background and research experience, research proposal, research potential, and future research plans.
It is also recommended that applicants communicate with their potential principal supervisor in advance
to help them prepare for the interview. Where possible, interviews are normally conducted in person.

Q4: Does XJTLU offer PhD students scholarships and teaching assistant posts?

A: XJTLU offers scholarships to outstanding full-time PhD students. Students awarded a full scholarship
will have their tuition fees waived and receive a monthly stipend of 5,000 RMB. Other students may also
apply for teaching assistant or research assistant positions, with compensation based on the university's
standard rates.

Q5: What is the study mode for a PhD at XJTLU? Will | mainly attend classes or conduct research?

A: XJTLU's PhD programmes are primarily research-based, with PhD students undertaking independent
research under the guidance of their supervisory team. In addition, the University offers a range of
doctoral skills training courses to help PhD students strengthen their disciplinary and interdisciplinary
knowledge and develop the professional and transferable skills needed for their academic and career
development.

Q6: How can | apply for an XJTLU PhD scholarship? Can | continue with my PhD application if | don't
receive a scholarship?



A: For detailed information on scholarship applications, please refer to the scholarship page on the
university's website. Applicants who are not awarded a scholarship, with the School approval, may
choose to self-fund their PhD studies or apply for the next round of scholarship evaluations.

Q7: Does XJTLU offer Industry-sponsored and jointly supervised opportunities? How is the supervisory
team structured?

A: Applicants may have the opportunity to participate in the Industry-sponsored and jointly supervised
PhD projects, which support research in areas such as advanced materials, information technology,
artificial intelligence, advanced manufacturing, biomedicine, and energy and environmental protection.
PhD students on this programme are jointly supervised by XJTLU supervisors, a UoL supervisor, and an
industry supervisor. The XJTLU and UoL supervisors provide academic guidance and research
supervision, while the industry supervisor offers practical and industry-oriented support. Through this
collaborative supervisory model, PhD students are encouraged to bridge academic research and real-
world applications while completing their research to a high standard. For more information, please visit
the "PhD Scholarships" page on the University website.

Q8: How to prepare my PhD research proposal?

A: You are encouraged to contact potential supervisors via email. Your supervisors will give you some
useful suggestions on how to write PhD research proposals. For detailed information, please refer to our
PhD research proposal template.

Q9: What kind of recommendation letters would be appropriate for PhD application?

A: The recommendation letters should be issued recently for the purpose of your XJTLU PhD application
with company/university letterhead. The letter cannot be issued by the potential supervisors. At least
one referee should be someone who has taught you at the highest degree level. If you are a graduate,
you may provide one employer reference in place of an academic reference.

Q10: Are there opportunities to get dedicated research funding support?

A: As a registered PhD student, you may apply for dedicated research funding to cover travel expenses
for attending conferences. You will also have the opportunity to undertake a research visit to the
University of Liverpool or Xi'an Jiaotong University, subject to separate arrangements.

Q11: Which English language tests are accepted by the university? What are the language
requirements?

A: We accept IELTS (Academic), TOEFL iBT, and PTE (Academic) for the PhD programme. The test must
be taken at an authorised test centre, and the test result is valid for two years from the test date to the
programme start date. The language requirement is an IELTS score of 6.5 or 7, or the equivalent.
Requirements may vary by programme. For detailed information, please visit the official XJTLU website.

IELTS One Skill Retakes are accepted if taken within 60 days of the original test date. MyBest Scores of
TOEFL iBT are not accepted.

Q12: | completed my previous degree in a programme taught entirely in English. Am | eligible for an
English language requirement exemption?


https://www.xjtlu.edu.cn/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Research_Proposal_Template_v2.docx

A: Applicants may be exempt from the English language requirement if they are nationals of a majority
English-speaking country, as defined by UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI), or if they have completed a
degree at XJTLU or at an institution in a majority English-speaking country (Chinese joint venture
programmes are not included), provided that the degree was awarded no more than two years before
the start date of the PhD programme.

Q13: 1 am about to graduate, but | have not yet obtained my degree certificate or complete transcript,
and | am still preparing for the language proficiency exam. Can | submit my PhD application?

A: You can submit your PhD application via the online system first. The Graduate School will provide
feedback based on the materials you submit. Please note that a degree certificate (or proof of
completion), a complete transcript, and language proficiency certificates are required application
materials. Only complete applications will proceed to the formal review process.

Q14: What are the requirements for PhD graduation?

A: The university implements rigorous process management to ensure the quality of training. During the
studies, each PhD student is required to participate in annual assessments and defenses, during which
an independent review panel evaluates their progress. Only students who pass the assessment can
register for the following academic year, and graduation is granted only after successfully defending the
final thesis.

Q15: What is the review process for PhD applications?

A: The PhD admissions process consists of UoL project review and PhD application review. All PhD
projects must first be approved by the UoL before applications can proceed to review. Student
applications are reviewed by XJTLU and then forwarded to the UolL for the final admission decision.

As the process involves multiple stages across both universities, the overall timeline may vary depending
on the circumstances of each application. We make every effort to process applications efficiently, and
applicants are encouraged to allow sufficient time for the admissions process.
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